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Content 
• Post-1800 archive & manuscripts in western languages at the Bodleian Libraries 

• Subject areas covered in our archive & manuscript collections 

• How to use the Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts catalogue 

• Other Bodleian printed archives and manuscripts catalogues 

• National archive gateways 

• Q&A session 
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https://archives.bodleian.ox.ac.uk 



 

  

What is in Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts? 
• Over 200,000 boxes of archival material. 

• Full descriptions for all holdings catalogued 
after 2001. 

• Summary Catalogue of Western Manuscripts. 

• Full descriptions for most holdings 
catalogued 1976-2001, following the 
conversion of descriptions from typescript to 
digital form. 

• Collection level descriptions of most of the 
collections described in our published 
hardcopy catalogues. 



Humanities 

• Literary 

• Photography 

• Music 

• Diaries and 
travel journals 



 

Social Sciences 

• Modern political 

• Diplomacy 

• International relations 

• Business and economics 

• Intellectuals 

• Archaeology 

• Anthropology 



Science 

• Medicine 

• Computer science 

• Physics 

• Biochemistry 



Area studies 

• Africa 
• Commonwealth 
• International Development 
• Missionary archives 
• Anti-slavery 



What’s not in Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts? 

https://medieval.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/universityarchives 

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/asian-middle-eastern-sc 

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/asian-middle-eastern-sc
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/universityarchives
https://medieval.bodleian.ox.ac.uk


https://marco.ox.ac.uk 



Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts 
Demonstration 



    

How to order archives & manuscripts 

• Create an account at 

https://requests.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ 

• Further details on how to order archives 

& manuscripts: 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collection 

s-and-resources/special-

collections/ordering 

https://requests.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections-and-resources/special-collections/ordering


Ordering archives & manuscripts that don’t 
have online descriptions 

https://requests.bodleian.ox.ac.uk 

https://requests.bodleian.ox.ac.uk


Accessing Weston Library Reading Rooms 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/libraries/weston/reading-rooms 



 
 

 
 

  
 

The Summary Catalogue 
• The ‘Old Summary Catalogue’ 

• Archives and manuscripts acquired 1602-1915 

• The ‘New Summary Catalogue’ 
• Post-medieval archives and manuscripts 

acquired 1916-1975 

• Now available online in Bodleian Archives 
& Manuscripts. 

• The indices have not yet been converted 
to digital format for Bodleian Archives & 
Manuscripts. 



How to use the Summary Catalogue: 
SC numbers 



How to use the Summary Catalogue: 
The Index 



The Summary Catalogue: 
Searchable PDFs 



 

Other printed catalogues 

• Post-1975 catalogues 
• Card index in Weston Rare 

Books and Manuscripts 
Reading Room 

• Unpublished catalogues 

• African & Commonwealth 
collections 

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/modern-sc/catalogues 

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/modern-sc/catalogues


Bodleian Libraries Web Archive 

https://archive-it.org/home/bodleian 

https://archive-it.org/home/bodleian


Where can I find more information? 

Using Special 
Collections at the 

Weston Library 

Subject Guides Archives & Modern 
Manuscripts LibGuide 

Web Archives LibGuide 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/libraries/w 
eston/special collections 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections 
and resources/special collections/subject 
guides 

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/modern 
sc/catalogues 

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/web 
archives 
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https://oac.web.ox.ac.uk 



https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 



https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/ 



https://aim25.com/ 

https://aim25.com


Ask the Archivists 



Contacts 

Weston Library Reading 
Rooms 

Lucy McCann Jeremy McIlwaine Matthew Neely  

specialcollections.enquiries@bodleian.ox.ac.uk lucy.mccann.bodleian.ox.ac.uk jeremy.mcilwaine@bodleian.ox.ac.uk matthew.neely@bodleian.o.x.ac.uk 

mailto:matthew.neely@bodleian.o.x.ac.uk
mailto:jeremy.mcilwaine@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
https://lucy.mccann.bodleian.ox.ac.uk
mailto:specialcollections.enquiries@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
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